Longview Recreation Division
Adult Softball Season Summary
Longview Recreation played a greater role in adult softball programs held at Roy Morse Park this year through Longview-Kelso Slow Pitch Softball.  With the assistance and advice of an eleven member advisory committee league and tournament play for men’s and mixed (coed) teams was offered.  The summer season of softball just concluded and the fall season has just begun.  Below is a summary of this years softball programs.
League Teams
Summer

Mixed

24 teams with 370 players in three divisions established by ability

Men’s

Eight teams with 117 players

Managers
Team representatives made the final decisions on classification of teams, playing rules, game times 



& days, playing fields and awards.  

Fall

Mixed 

10 teams with 154 players in two divisions

Men’s

Five teams with 73 players

Advisory Committee

Since January the 11 member advisory committee representing players, managers, sponsors and umpires from the men’s and mixed leagues met 10 times.  They discussed, advised, and made decisions on the sanction, tournaments, league, snack bar operation, softballs & bases, umpires, field improvements & condition, and gave input to recreation staff.  

Committee members were recruited through the quarterly recreation guide, Daily News public service announcement and summer 2004 player survey.  The committee members had been involved in softball at Roy Morse in the past - some with only a few years softball experience and others with 20 or more years of involvement.  

Evaluation Results (summer)
Men’s League

One hundred percent of team managers completed evaluations mid season with a 100% good or satisfactory rating of the “Overall League” program.  Total evaluation results showed a 91% good or satisfactory rating from the team managers.  
Seventy one individual men’s players (61%) completed the end of the season evaluation and gave the “Overall League” a 95% good or satisfactory rating.  These players had total evaluation results of 89.25% that showed good or satisfactory.  
Mixed League

Fifty percent of team managers completed evaluations mid season with a 100% good or satisfactory rating of the “Overall League” program.  The total results for all evaluation categories showed a 95% good or satisfactory rating from managers.  

One hundred ninety two players (52%) filled out end of the season evaluations with a 98% good or satisfactory rating of the “Overall League”.  The mixed players had a total rating of 88.75% for all evaluation categories.  

Detailed results of the surveys are provided on separate pages.

Tournaments

Out of the six summer men’s or mixed tournaments offered four were successfully held, one was combined with another tournament and one was cancelled due to lack of participation (possibly weather conditions).  There are three tournaments being offered during the fall softball season.  
There were 33 teams with 421 players at the four tournaments held.  Approximately 50% of the teams were from outside the area.  These tournaments enhance the local economy and tourism as the out of area teams stay at hotels and patronize restaurants and other local shops. 
One of the local mixed teams represented Longview at the summer state championship tournament and took second place.  

Facility Improvements

This year the parks division made several improvements to Roy Morse Park facilities, fields and playing areas.  These include: installation of new playground equipment, additional soil and drainage improvements to field 3, matting under the soil on field 4 and permanent foul lines on fields 1 & 2.  The parking lot is also scheduled to be chip sealed and striped by the street department.  

Sanction

We were not able to consider the NSA sanction because the right to run programs in our area was not available.  This left USSSA or ASA to consider.  The USSSA sanction was selected due to the support and resources they provide.  Some of the support the program received from the state and regional sanction was state wide promotion for our tournaments, umpire training, umpire payroll, discounts for local teams to play tournaments, state tournament berths, incentives for out of area teams to play in Longview, umpire evaluations, state sanction personnel at each tournament, conference & training for recreation staff, support from a full time, year round state office, and supply purchase discounts.  The state sanction had officials in Longview at meetings, trainings and to assist with the programs 12 times during the summer season.  
Umpires

There were 15 umpires from our local area trained by the state sanction to work league and tournaments.  The state certified 10 of the umpires after about ten hours of training.  Umpires varied with some having a few years experience in officiating games, while there were others with over 20 years experience.  The state sanction sent representatives on six occasions to check, evaluate, and mentor the umpires.  
Recreation Staff

There are two recreation staff members (recreation supervisor & recreation coordinator) who provide youth sports, adult sports, health & fitness programs, and community events along with coordinating building and park facility scheduling, operations, rentals & use.  They work with many nonprofit organizations, businesses, youth sport leagues, schools, and other agencies.  The adult sports programs generate revenue over the direct cost to conduct the programs.  
Highlights

Many complements were received on the quality of the softball programs this year.  Excellent sportsmanship and staff openness to input have been mentioned at softball meetings.  In league there were eight new mixed teams (summer) and five new men’s teams (3 summer & 2 fall). The out of area tournament teams have expressed satisfaction in the facility and programs.  

Next Year

The plan is to continue to maintain and expand the committee and include additional representation.  Staff will continue to work on improving the consistency and quality of the umpires through training and experience.  USSSA state sanction has pledged to continue to provide the support and resources for a successful program in Longview.  The state sanction has plans to bring a state tournament to our city which will enhance the local economy and tourism.  We have received input from team managers, players and committee members that more teams plan to play next season due to the quality program this year.  The committee and staff have a better idea on the best dates for tournaments in order to be the most successful.  
Longview Parks & Recreation

Longview-Kelso USSSA Slow Pitch Softball

Manager’s Evaluation – Men’s League

Team Managers please fill out the short evaluation below and turn it into the comment box at the snack bar.
Field & Facility Condition


6
(75%)
 Good


2
(25%)
 Satisfactory



 Unsatisfactory



 Don’t Know

Snack Bar Prices & Products


3
(37.5%)
 Good


3 (37.5%)  Satisfactory


Unsatisfactory



2  (25%) Don’t Know

League Rules

7
(87.5%)    Good



 Satisfactory


1
(12.5%) Unsatisfactory

 Don’t Know

Game Schedules

8
(100%)
 Good



 Satisfactory




 Unsatisfactory




 Don’t Know

Communication


6
(75%)
 Good

1
(12.5%)  Satisfactory
1 - (12.5%)


 Unsatisfactory


 Don’t Know















(note: between)




Recreation Staff

6
(75%)
 Good

1
(12.5%)  Satisfactory
1 - (12.5%)


 Unsatisfactory


 Don’t Know















(note: between)





Umpires


3
(37.5%)
 Good
 
4
(50%)  Satisfactory

1 - (12.5%)
 Unsatisfactory


 Don’t Know
Overall League

7
(87.5%)
 Good


1
(12.5%)
 Satisfactory


 Unsatisfactory


 Don’t Know

Evaluation Info:






Evaluation Results (Summary Total):
8 team managers (mid season)


Good



46

72%

Note:  
64 total responses in 8 categories

Satisfactory

12

19%

Good/Satisfactory
 58
 91%











Between


2

3%












Unsatisfactory
2

3%












Don’t Know

2

3%
Additional Comments:
Everything going great.

Need to serve beer.
Great umps.
Tonight Fields Great – have seen a lot of need in the past. 
Really like no alcohol & no metal cleats.
Can call for rain out info. 
Wonderful staff.
Each ump different rules for different things (catch & carry).
New umps getting use to fields, teams & such.
More teams but have not control over that.
Guys out there are all having fun. 

Really like structure & you guys are doing a great job of league. 
Umpires are learning.
League Rules!  Rock On!
Longview Parks & Recreation
Longview-Kelso USSSA Slow Pitch Softball

Manager’s Evaluation – Mixed (coed) League
Team managers please fill out the short evaluation below and turn it into the comment box at the snack bar.

Field & Facility Condition


11
(92%)
 Good


1
(8%)
 Satisfactory



 Unsatisfactory


 Don’t Know

Snack Bar Prices & Products


3
(25%)
 Good


6
(50%)
 Satisfactory
       

     Unsatisfactory

3(25%) Don’t Know

League Rules

9
(75%)
 Good


3 (25%)

 Satisfactory


 Unsatisfactory


 Don’t Know

Game Schedules

6
(50%)
 Good


5
(42%)
 Satisfactory

1
(8%) Unsatisfactory


 Don’t Know

Communication


9
(75%)
 Good


3
(25%)
 Satisfactory



 Unsatisfactory


Don’t Know

Recreation Staff

9
(75%)
 Good


3
(25%)
 Satisfactory


 Unsatisfactory



 Don’t Know

Umpires


4
(34%)
 Good


7
(58%)
 Satisfactory

1 - (8%)
 Unsatisfactory


 Don’t Know

Overall League

9
(75%)
 Good


3
(25%)
 Satisfactory



 Unsatisfactory



Don’t Know

Evaluation Info:






Evaluation Results (Summary Total):
12 team manager respondents


Good


   60
63%

Note:

50% of managers responded


Satisfactory
   31
32%

Good & Satisfactory
   91  
95%

Evaluation done mid season


Unsatisfactory
2
2%












Don’t Know

3
3%

Additional Comments:
I like your corn dogs.
Most guys on our team want to play men’s league.
It would be nice not to have so many Friday games.
We’ve had a really good time this season.  Thank you. 
Uphill on field 3 needs level.
Need popcorn.
Longview Parks & Recreation
Longview-Kelso USSSA Slow Pitch Softball

Men’s League

Player Evaluation
Thanks for playing in this seasons summer league.  

Please help us fill out this evaluation so we can continue to be responsive & provide quality programs.
Field & Facility Condition


53
(75%)
 Good

18
(25%)
 Satisfactory




 Unsatisfactory



 Don’t Know

Snack Bar Prices & Products


39
(55%)
 Good

24
(34%)
 Satisfactory

2
(2%)
 Unsatisfactory
6
(9%)
 Don’t Know

League Rules


31
(44%)
 Good

32
(45%)
 Satisfactory

8
(11%)
 Unsatisfactory



 Don’t Know

Game Schedules


43
(61%) Good

24
(34%)
 Satisfactory

4
(5%)
 Unsatisfactory



 Don’t Know

Sanction (USSSA)

38
(54%)
 Good

24
(34%)
 Satisfactory

7
(10%)
 Unsatisfactory
2
(2%)
 Don’t Know

Umpires


13
(19%)
 Good

37
(52%)
 Satisfactory

21
(29%)
 Unsatisfactory



 Don’t Know

Overall League


34
(48%)
 Good

33
(47%)
 Satisfactory

4
(5%)
 Unsatisfactory



 Don’t Know

Evaluation Info:




Evaluation Results (Summary Total):
71 player respondents


Good



251
50.5%

Note:

61% of players responded

Satisfactory

192
38.75%
Good & Satisfactory

443 / 89.25%

Done at end of season


Unsatisfactory
46

9.25%










Don’t Know

8

1.5%

Additional Comments: 
2nd base on f1 needs to be fixed.

Need to get together with old league so Longview can be represented in a good way.  This from a ball player that has played here before there was a Roy Morse Park.  

I love you very much.

Umpires need clinics.  Know the book inside out.  

Should make season a little longer.  

Need more teams for more equitable leagues.

Thanks again - Woods Logging.

Good stuff.  Need more teams.

Smiley face.

Cool stuff dudes!

None.
Bring back last years director.

Need more softballs provided for games.
Need more softballs provided for games.
Lack of softballs.  1 ump questionable.

More night games.

Need to have umpires that know the rules.

Great.

More Foster Farms, less Grumpy’s.

Good times for all!

Less government.  Let last years director take care of it.  Nice job tho.  
Longview Parks & Recreation
Longview-Kelso USSSA Slow Pitch Softball

Mixed (coed) League

Player Evaluation
Thanks for playing in this seasons summer league.  

Please help us fill out this evaluation so we can continue to be responsive & provide quality programs.
Field & Facility Condition

110
(57.5%) Good

74
(38.5%) Satisfactory

7
(3.5%)
 Unsatisfactory
1
(.5%) Don’t Know

Snack Bar Prices & Products


57
(30%)
 Good

86
(45%)
 Satisfactory

10
(5%)
 Unsatisfactory
39
(20%)
 Don’t Know

League Rules


86
(45%)
 Good

89
(46%)
 Satisfactory

13
(7%)
 Unsatisfactory
4
(2%)
 Don’t Know

Game Schedules

114
(59.5%) Good

65
(34%)
 Satisfactory

9
(4.5%)
 Unsatisfactory
4
(2%)
 Don’t Know

Sanction (USSSA)

74
(39%)
 Good

97
(50%)
 Satisfactory

8
(4%)
 Unsatisfactory
13
(7%)
 Don’t Know

Umpires


43
(22%)
 Good

107  (56%) Satisfactory

38
(20%)
 Unsatisfactory
4
(2%) Don’t Know

Overall League


79
(41%)
 Good

109  (57%)
 Satisfactory

4
(2%)
 Unsatisfactory


 Don’t Know

Evaluation Info:




Evaluation Results (Summary Total):
192 player respondents


Good



563
42%

Note:

52% of players responded

Satisfactory

627
46.75%
Good & Satisfactory
1,190
88.75%

Done at end of season


Unsatisfactory
89

6.5%










Don’t Know

65

4.75%
Additional Comments: 
Umpires were inconsistent, even within the same game.  Otherwise it was a good season.

Turn the heat down!

Pitcher should have to stand on the mound at all times.  The flip flop rule when a team is up by 10 or more I hate.  Fields are choppy in the outfield and the sun is brutal.  Someone is going to get seriously hurt soon (if they haven’t already). by getting a ball in the face.  Later game times under the lights or maybe green screens for the backstops might help the infield.  

Please replace the drinking fountain!

Blah blah.

Had a great time .  Teams we played were good sports and made our season fun!

Umpires need to know all rules.  Check team rosters for unrostered players.  

I don’t think we should play same team twice in same night but like double headers.  

Fields are lumpy.

Umpires seem to favor experienced teams that they have dealt with before or even know the players on the team.  This is division 3 coed softball give me a break.  But, I did have fun!  Thanks!

It’s a fun league.  

You still need to work on field 3.  It’s known as the “chuck and duct field”.

Last two umpires acted like they didn’t event want to be here.  All others were great!

Fun, fun, fun!

Where did all the teams go.

The umpires can sometimes be inconsistent.  One ump called ”ball” for almost anything, allowing the other team to walk a ridiculous amount of times.  It was frustrating and unfair.  

Field 3 is dangerous due to sun directly in field’s eyes.  Need some kind of shade block or banned from evening games.  

Kept me busy once a week!  Woo hoo!

Umps change rules every game – no consistency.

Too many Wed. night games.  Liked the double headers vs. the same team.  

No free snow cones.

Some umps need more skills. Others were pretty good.  

No water fountain.  

No snacks after games for players.

Umpires need to learn rules better.  Also game schedule I would like to see dh not with same team or single game nights.  League was awesome.  Thanks.

There is no water fountain.  We should not have to pay for plain old water.  

Tournament rule home run = 1 pt for other team is unfairly punitive (i.e.: sucks).  Several umps had pretty poor knowledge of the rules.  One ump made a poor call for our team, and then made a poor call for the other team & commented to a player that his second call made up for the first.  

Maybe look into some sort of shade for 3 & 4 field backstops.  

Thank you.

Each ump seems to have their own set of rules.  It’s very difficult to learn the rules correctly as a new comer to this game.  

We paid $500 to get worked.  You moved a brand new team up to division 2.  Not fun & I don’t know if we will play again because of it.  

New teams should not be in division 2.  We didn’t have a chance to win, which was frustrating for the amount of $ that was put into this.  

We were moved from 3rd division to 2nd division & were 10 runned almost every game.  Had a great time otherwise.  
