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PARKS & OPEN SPACE
PRICELESS BENEFITS
COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION
Parks are complex elements of a city. They aim to provide a diverse mix
of uses, may be specialized in their function, or can simply provide
visual appeal for residents. However they work, they act to define the
shape and feel of a city and its neighborhoods. They also function as a
conscious tool for revitalization.

PROMOTE PUBLIC HEALTH
People value the time they spend in city parks, whether walking a dog,
playing basketball, or having a picnic. Along with these expected leisure
amenities, parks can also provide measurable health benefits, from
providing direct contact with nature and a cleaner environment, to
opportunities for physical activity and social interaction. Research shows
that the closer you live to a park the more likely you are to use it for
physical activity.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Parks provide intrinsic environmental, aesthetic, and recreation benefits
to our cities. They are also a source of positive economic benefits. They
enhance property values, increase municipal revenue, bring in home
buyers and workers, and attract retirees.

TOURISM
Public parks are often the "engine" that drives tourism in many communities.
In a simplified tourism model, visitors use some mode of transportation to
leave their homes and travel to attractions, which are supported by various
kinds of services, such as hotels/motels, restaurants, and retailing. The
attractions and support services provide information and promote their
offerings to target groups they have identified as potential visitors.

CREATE SAFER NEIGHBORHOODS
For those concerned that green spaces may foster crime and illegal activity,
evidence now exists that the opposite may be true. When adjacent to
residential areas, green spaces have been shown to create neighborhoods
with fewer violent and property crimes and where neighbors tend to support
and protect one another. The factors that explain these findings emphasize
the importance of greenery in community and personal wellness.

CULTIVATE CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Childhood is a holistic process, different for each individual. Many children do
not learn effectively exclusively within a classroom. They need alternative,
hands-on learning environments to match their varied learning styles. Parks
can help.
WWW.BREC.ORG
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By the Numbers
18
parks

1
off-leash

1disc golf course

7
trails

4
sports

2
boat launches

23
playgrounds
48
acres of surface
water

645

acres of parkland

3,600

feet of shoreline
access

dog park

complexes

7
20
outdoor tennis &
picnic shelters
pickleball courts

24
13
acres of medians
maintained

4
passive

gardens

51

miles of
edging

full time staff

$1.5M

annual budget

$42.79
annual cost per
citizen

($3.57 per month-less than a latte)
*Based on 2010 Census
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS
ADOPTED PARKS & RECREATION COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
ADOPTED DONATION & MEMORIAL POLICY
ADOPTED NEIGHBORHOOD PARK GRANT POLICY
DEMOLISHED AND REFURBISHED R.A. LONG PARK PLAZA
COMPLETE BARK AND PATH RENOVATION AT ASIAN ISLAND
NEW IRRIGATION SYSTEM AT COMMUNITY GARDENS
DRAINAGE INSTALLED AT BMX BIKE PARK
GRAVEL PATH INSTALLED AT DOG PARK
PROACTIVE LANDSCAPING FOR SAFETY & VISIBILITY
ANNUAL PLAYGROUND SAFETY REPORT COMPLETED

15

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
THE PARKS DIVISION WORKS CLOSELY WITH OUTSIDE
ORGANIZATIONS TO SUPPORT COMMUNITY EVENTS THAT
BRING IN TOURISM AND ENHANCE QUALITY OF PLACE EFFORTS.

GO 4TH FESTIVAL
The Parks Department works
tirelessly in the months leading up to
the Go 4th Festival to insure the Lake is
beautiful and ready for impact. Our
staff prepares and assists with set up of
garbage cans, tables, fencing, signage,
and vendor spaces. The 3-day requires
our team to work July 1-5. Staff is on
site during the entire event to assist
with garbage cleanup, crowd control,
and disposal of boats from the
cardboard boat regatta. When the
event is on scheduled work days the
time is regular, but in 2016 all days
were on non-work days and holiday.
The day after the event is a massive
cleanup, take down and storage day,
the event produces a lot of waste and
needed repairs to the park. After care of
turf, maintenance of the irrigation
system, and pruning and replacing of
shrubs starts directly after the event. In
2016 the Parks Crews spent 578 hours
on the event.

SQUIRRELFEST
Our team readies the park for the
weekend event and assists with
placement of tables and painting of
vendor spaces. Cleanup and repair of
the park after the event can be
significant.

UNIQUE TIN CAR CRUISE
The division provides portable toilets
for this event and cleans up where
necessary after.

LIONS ISLAND
HOLIDAY LIGHTS
The crew assists the Lions Club with
installation and removal of the lights
and decorations on the island. Use of
our 2 aerial lift trucks is required to
install the lighting elements.

DOWNTOWN HANGING
FLOWER BASKETS
The Longview Downtown Partnership
provides the hanging baskets for
Commerce. We install and maintain the
irrigation system for the baskets
throughout the growing season and
then remove and dispose of
materials once no longer aesthetically
pleasing.

R.A. LONG HOLIDAY
LIGHTING
In partnership with the Chamber of
Commerce, we install all ground
animation, lights, banners and displays
for the season. Additionally we store all
the material at our facility. 526 labor
hours were spent in 2016 on this project.

DOWNTOWN HOLIDAY
DECORATIONS
The decorations downtown are
installed and removed with our aerial
lift trucks. Installation begins the
weekend after Thanksgiving
and removal on Sunday after New Year.

